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Lest we be 
deceived

Have you ever believed a lie? At one time or 
another, whether knowingly or not, we all have 
fallen victim to someone’s lie. How did it make 
you feel after Mnding out? Cad, Hurt, -onF
fused? Sor my friend pam, which at the time 
was in a severe state of both mental and Whysical 
anguish, the moment of truth came not only as a 
shock but was a Wersonal lifesaver to him directly 
from the Gord of !od&





The truth shall 
set you free

Anyone who knows Sam would surely tell 
you that he is a jovial and acegtionate puy that 
loves gonversinp with .eo.lef A matter o, ,agtI in 
my ,ormer .ro,essional interagtions with SamI q 
xuigkly learned that q had to add an e-tra thir'
ty minutes to every visitI knowinp that like a 
.lay,ul .u..y .ullinp at your .ant lepI he didnOt 
want to let you pof

’n one .artigular .ro,essional visitI q xuigk'
ly disgovered that Sambs jovial .ersonality had 
4een ghoked oc and le,t ,or dead in a dee. and 
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dark state o, de.ressionf W?hatbs wronpI Sam”H 
q askedf !is goarse res.onse 4agk to meI Wq donbt 
want to talk a4out itJ  Tust po do your jo4fH 
 his o4viously wasnbt the Sam q knewI 4ut q 
.rogeeded without any ,urther .roddinp to do 
my jo4 without him tiphtly tappinp and talkinp 
non'sto. alonp the wayf At the end o, my visitI 
we sat down topether to disguss my BndinpsI 4ut 
4e,ore havinp him sipn my re.ortI q told himI 
Wqbm not leavinpI SamI until you tell me whatbs 
wronpfHM M

At BrstI Sam tried to make an e-guse ,or his 
4ehaviorI 4ut q wasnbt 4uyinp itI and q told him 
to 4e honest with mef ?hat he then shared with 
me would have gome as a sur.riseI had q not 
known what the Ri4le had to say a4out his trou'
4linp situationf

qn xuietly and inattentively listeninpI Sam 4e'
pan to tell me a4out his mom whom he had preat 
acegtions ,orI and how he had 4een her .ersonal 
garetaker until her regent deathf qt was o4vious 
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to me that he was still in a state o, prievinpI 4ut 
the mental and .hysigal anpuish e-.ressed on his 
,age told me that there was still more to his storyf

!e then relugtantly 4epan to tell me that he 
was repularly seeinp his dead motherf !er visita'
tions ingluded .hysigally shakinp him awake at 
niphtI showinp u. in dicerent .lages like the in'
side o, his vehigle while drivinpI and even gom'
inp to his work.lagef 6et stranpely enouphI she 
would never s.eakI just intently stare at himf

!er visitations had worn out his welgomeI his 
slee.I and now his sanityf Sam just wanted her 
to po awayJ qn his ecorts to pet her to move 
onI he told me that he had numerous one'sided 
gonversationsI and even had his orthodo- .riest 
gome and .ray over him and s.rinkle holy wa'
ter throuphout his homeI yet nothinp seemed 
to really workf Relievinp that Sam was sucerinp 
,rom some ty.e o, .hysigal or mental disorderI 
his 4rother a medigal dogtorI had even made 
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arranpements ,or Sam to have a ,ull .hysigal and 
.syghiatrig evaluationf 

A,ter listeninp to Sambs very real woesI q told 
himI WSamI q donbt 4elieve youbre sucerinp ,rom 
either a .hysigal or mental disorderI 4ut agtually 
a s.iritual disorderf q, youbre willinp to gome to 
my house ,or a Ri4le studyI qbm sure 7od will 
,ree you ,rom whatbs ailinp youfH :es.erate ,or 
anythinp to 4rinp him relie,I Sam apreed to gome 
,or the Ri4le studyf

qn the days .rior to our Ri4le studyI thinps 
4epan to pet very stranpef Sam told me that on 
one .artigular nipht he woke u. to the sound o, 
many voiges a4ove himI ingludinp the sounds o, 
ghildren lauphinp and .layinpf Reinp that Sam 
lived on the to. Loor o, an a.artment 4uildinpI 
he gongluded that the voiges had to 4e gominp 
,rom those in heavenf

?hen Sam showed u. ,or the Ri4le studyI q 
gould tell that he was not overly gonvinged that a 
Ri4le study was poinp to 4e the gure ,or his trou'
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4lesI 4ut a,ter a short season o, .rayer we 4epan 
to study 7odbs ?ordf  he study 4epan with the 
greation o, Yan( WAnd theM2ord 7od ,ormed 
manMo,MtheMdust o, the proundI andM4reathed 
into hisMnostrils the 4reath o, li,eK andMman 4e'
game a livinp soulH V7enesis )(;I ET[]f ?e then 
turned to the 4ook o, 1gglesiastesI whigh de'
sgri4es how at deathI the livinp soul is no more as 
the 4reath o, li,e de.arts ,rom the 4odyf W hen 
the dust will return to the earth as it wasI and the 
s.irit F4reath89 will return to 7odMwho pave itH 
V1gglesiastes 9)(;]f 0urthermoreI q showed him 
that as ,or any .ost'mortal thouphtsI emotions 
or agtionsI the Ri4le statesI W0or the livinp know 
that they will dieK 4utMthe dead know nothinpf f 
f f  heir loveI their hatredI and their envy have 
now .erishedK nevermore will they have a share 

9f  he word spirit in 1gglesiastes 9)(; gomes 
,rom the !e4rew word “ruwach” meaninp 
4reathf 
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in anythinp done under the sunH V1gglesiastes 
P(G'D]f ’ur study ended with how the Ri4le de'
sgri4es death as a non'gonsgious state o, slee. 
VTo4 9“(9I'9)I Tohn 99(99'9“ and Agts ;(GP'DI] 
,or 4oth the riphteous and wigked until the 
time o, their res.egtive resurregtions Vsee Tohn 
G()"')P]f

At the end o, our Ri4le studyI it was o4vious 
to Sam that what had a..eared to 4e his de'
geased motherI was not his mother at allf q told 
SamI Jq 4elieve itOs a demon in dispuiseJJ q ,urther 
warned himI W1ven thouph the truth ,rom the 
Ri4le has now set you ,reeI donbt 4e sur.rised 
i, the demon returns to test your Ri4ligal un'
derstandinp o, the state o, the deadI and i, that 
ha..ensI then you will have to gon,ront it in the 
name o, TesusfH

As sure as the sun rea..ears in the sky eagh 
morninpI Sam told me that the demon im.er'
sonatinp his mother rea..eared a4out a week 
laterf 5emem4erinp what q told himI Sam gom'
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manded it in the name o, Tesus to leave and never 
returnK a,ter whigh it ,orever vanished ,rom his 
li,ef Kraise 7odJ Surely !is truth is what sets 
us ,ree ,rom the devilbs dege.tions and seduginp 
errorsJ As ,or the demon that tormented SamI 
q had always wondered why it had never s.oke 
to himI until q read in 2ukeOs pos.el where Tesus 
had gast out a mute demon Vsee 2uke 99(9“]fMM M





Afterword

As for my friend Sam, his Christian upbringing 
which included the heritage of his grandfather 
as the head patriarch of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church of Egypt (also known as the Bishop or 
Pope of Alexandria), was steeped in both Chris-
tian tradition and ceremony, yet weak in Bible 
literacy. The same holds true for many people 
today who don’t make the Word of God their 
fortived shield and sword against the deceptions 
and doctrines of de1ils. Spiritualism (old and 
new) teaches that the human soul is immortal 
and that we can ha1e communication with de-
parted souls. This is not only a lie from the father 
of lies (Satan) but has a bewitching in2uence 
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o1er much of the world today including many 
Christians.

God calls those who seek after the dead an 
abomination in 8is sight (see :euteronomy 
H9“q-HD), and warns us to not be decei1ed by 
the de1il’s trickery, ?When someone tells you 
to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper 
and mutter, should not a people inIuire of their 
God[ Why consult the dead on behalf of the 
li1ing[ Consult God’s instruction and the tes-
timony of warning. ]f anyone does not speak 
according to this word, they ha1e no light of 
dawn ”in them0.N (]saiah 9“Hq-DV, ']4, empha-
sis added). 

As with Sam=s unwelcome 1isitor, we need not 
fall 1ictim to the de1il=s deceptions, including 
Satan himself masIuerading as an angel of light 
(see D Corinthians HH“H>). We simply need to 
cling to God’s Word as our source of truth and 
the standard by which we test e1ery experience.


