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“The truth about truth is that it never changes, 
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Coming out of Babylon

When it comes to the city of Babylon men-
tioned  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  Sev-
enth-day Adventists have equated it with 
the fallen state of Christianity today due to 
its corrupt and confusing doctrines which 
are contrary to the Bible. Where did this 
adopted idea of Christianity in a fallen spir-
itual-state ?rst come about in AmericaF

Charles Mitch, an American Congregation-
alist pastor and advocate for the 1illerite 
movement, in 843“ preached a sermon ti-
tled, PCome out her my ”eopleI. 2n his ser-
mon he focused on Babylon and its fall-
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en state :Scriptural references; Revelation 
83;45 84;8-)’ from which he brought for-
ward four thought provoking questions for 
all Christians to seriously consider and to 
quickly act upon; 

I.  What is Babylon?

According to Mitch, Babylon was the spir-
it of Antichrist within the Churches that 
directly opposed ChristDs soon coming and 
personal reign on TavidDs Jhrone. Murther-
more, the Churches that make up Baby-
lon included the Roman Catholic Church 
and her harlot daughters; the ”rotestant 
Churches which held to the :non-Bibli-
cal’ postmillennial belief and teaching of a 
thousand years of spiritual bliss and tem-
poral peace upon the earth before jesusD 
coming5 therefore, reOecting the premillen-
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nial P1illeriteI message of jesusD soon com-
ing.

II.  What is the fall of Babylon?

Mitch viewed Spiritual Babylon as being in 
a fallen state of confusion and apostasy.  is 
Ousti?cation for this, was the spirit of An-
tichrist seen within the ”rotestant church-
es and among its ministers who were either 
antagonistic or oppressive towards anyone 
who questioned their ChurchDs postmillen-
nial stance on jesusD coming. 

 III.  What is it for God’s people to come 
out of Babylon?

RevelationDs warning to come out of Baby-
lon was MitchDs altar call for Christians to 
come out of Apostate Christianity and away 
from her non-Biblical teachings :primarily 
the belief in a millennium of spiritual bliss 
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before jesusD return’ and to be converted to 
the BibleDs true teaching of jesusD soon re-
turn and personal reign upon the earth.

IV.  What will be the consequences of 
refusing to do it?

Revelation 84;3-4 speaks of the dire conse-
quences for those who reOect UodDs call to 
come out of Babylon. According to Mitch, 
those who remain in Babylon :Apostate 
Christianity’ and who continue to reOect the 
1illerite message of jesusD soon coming will 
not only share in her plagues to come, but 
at jesusD coming will face eternal damnation 
and hell ?re along with Babylon. 

Mor Charles Mitch and the 1illerites, Ncto-
ber ((, 8433, marked the day of jesusD com-
ing and  is cleansing of the earth of sin and 
sinners with ?re. 2n the absence of jesusD an-
ticipated return, a time of great disappoint-
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ment quickly fell upon the 1illerite move-
ment which soon thereafter broke up into 
di7erent factions. As for Charles Mitch, he 
was spared from this great disappointment 
in having died shortly beforehand.6 

Although the idea of Babylon being equated 
with Apostate Christianity still remained, 
there was a shift in understanding among 
one group of post-1illerites. Jhe early Sab-
batarian Adventists came to belief that Nc-
tober ((nd marked the coming of jesus into 
the holy of holies within the heavenly sanc-
tuary. Murthermore, the announcement of, 
Pthe hour of his Oudgment is comeI :Reve-
lation 83;x’, was viewed as the commence-
ment of jesusD atoning work of cleansing 
the heavenly sanctuary of sinnersD confessed 
sins5 in anti-typical fashion to the day of 
atonement :or investigative Oudgment’ for 
UodDs people. 6
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When it comes to the Seventh-day Adven-
tistDs adopted belief that Babylon :Chris-
tianity today’ is in a progressive fallen state 
of  Apostasy,  not  to  mention the  future 
prison house of every unclean spirit :Rev. 
84;(’5 it not only alienates us from other 
Christians, but adds cannon fodder for our 
critics to use against us when we are unable 
to clearly de?ne and defend our position 
with what the Bible says.6 6

2n ree9amining Charles MitchDs four ques-
tions, letDs  see what the Bible has to say 
about Babylon;

I.  What is Babylon?

According to the book of Taniel, Chapters 
( and x, as well as world history, Babylon 
was an ancient city that once ruled the world 
from 0K) to )“z BC. Murthermore, Babylon 
was the ?rst of two kingdoms to trample 
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down the city of jerusalem, UodDs sanctu-
ary, and many of  is people :)4x BC’5 the 
other kingdom was 2mperial Rome in AT 
xK.

Hater on, when Babylon no longer e9isted, 
it was the cryptic name used by the early 
Christians for the 2mperial city of Rome 
that ruled the world at that time :See 8 ”eter 
);8“’.6 6

II.  What is the fall of Babylon?

According to jeremiah )8, and Taniel ), 
the ancient ruling city of Babylon eventually 
came under UodDs divine Oudgment for its 
sins, and fell to Cyrus the king of ”ersia in 
)“z BC. 

2n the same literary style as the book of je-
remiah, Chapter )8, the book of Revelation 
speaks of BabylonDs sins, fall, and desola-
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tion. Mor john the Revelator and the seven 
churches he wrote to, Babylon would have 
been synonymous with the imperial city of 
Rome. 

[nowing that neither Babylon nor imperial 
Rome :the cryptic name for Babylon’ e9-
ists today, then how are we to interpret the 
second angelDs message which announces, 
Pfallen, fallen is Babylon that great cityI 
:Revelation 83;4’F 2s the te9t speaking of 
BabylonDs physical or spiritual fall as sug-
gested by Charles MitchF

Hooking back to history for an answer, we 
?nd that imperial Rome was eventually re-
placed by papal Rome as the ruling power in 
the western half of the By]antine :Roman’ 
empire. 2n AT 84xK, the papal city of Rome 
and last papal state fell to the king of 2taly, 
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thus ending the Roman papacyDs temporal 
rule.6 

PWith the political upheavals that followed 
the creation of Roman Republic in 843z, 
and the kingdom of 2taly in 840K, which 
incorporated Vthe city of… Rome as its capi-
tal in 84xK, the temporal princedom of the 
papacy shrank to the Eatican and its imme-
diate environs, and thus it has remained ever 
since.IV8…

As for the papacyDs temporal rule ending in 
8xz4, as ?rst suggested by William 1iller, 
did the papacyDs deadly head wound :see 
Revelation 8“;“’ in—icted by Mrance prove 
to be the fatal blow to papal sovereigntyF 
When it comes to the history of the papal 
states, the city of Rome came back under 
papal control in 84KK, PGapoleonDs victory 
Vjune 84KK battle of 1arengo… made him de 
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facto ruler of 2taly, but he did not interfere 
with ”ius VE22… taking possession of Rome 
in july 84KK.  e hoped to make peace with 
the pope, and to incorporate the Church as 
an active part of his reign!. Ynfortunately 
for any hopes of compromise, there were 
problems that would prove impossible to 
solve. Nne of these was the temporal sov-
ereignty of the popes. Jhis ”ius absolutely 
would not give up; he believed that his in-
dependence as a religious leader depended 
on his independence as a sovereign. While he 
was willing to compromise on some of the 
outlying territories of the papal domains, he 
would not entertain the idea of giving up 
his claim to the temporal rule of the city of 
Rome.IV(…

When we look at the papal RomeDs fall in 
84xK, it is the only plausible event in his-
tory that correctly places the second angelDs 
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announcement, PBabylon is fallen, is fallen, 
that great cityI :Rev. 83;4’, after the ?rst an-
gelDs announcement of the HordDs Oudgment 
hour which commenced in 8433 with jesusD 
coming into the holy of holies within the 
heavenly sanctuary.666 

III.  What is it for God’s people to come 
out of Babylon?

2n the book of Revelation, Chapters 8x and 
84, Babylon is viewed as the great harlot city 
who not only commits fornication with the 
kings of the earth, but makes the nations 
drunk with the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication :Rev. 84;“’.  istory shows us 
that the kings of &urope entered into an il-
licit Church-State union with papal Rome. 
Murthermore, the nations of &urope freely 
drank of papal wine :indulged in her false 
dogmasOthe precepts of men’, and entered 
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into false idol worship with papal Rome. 
Surely, kings and their nations were all for-
nicators with papal RomeP

When  it  comes  to  the  se9ual  union  be-
tween a man and woman, the Bible refers 
to it as, Pgoing in toI :see Teuteronomy 
((;8“, ”roverbs 0;(z’5 therefore, the call to 
come out  of  Babylon,  is  for  UodDs  peo-
ple to quit spiritually fornicating with pa-
pal RomeOthe mother of harlotsP 2n oth-
er words, to come out and away from her 
confusing and corrupt doctrines :i.e. Sun-
day worship and the adopted pagan belief of 
immortality of the soul’. 

IV.  What will be the consequences of 
refusing to do it?

Revelation 84;3-4 warns of the dire con-
sequences for those who reOect UodDs call 
to come out of Babylon. 2n the time of 
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testing as it relates to the third angelDs dire 
warning :Rev. 83;z-8(’, everyone will have 
to make a choice; Worship Uod in loving-
ly keeping his Commandments or worship 
the beast and its image in fearfully follow-
ing his commandments; the papacyDs false 
dogmasOthe precepts of men. Mor those 
who choose not to follow Uod in keep-
ing  is commandments, the time of UodDs 
?erce wrath :the seven last plagues’ upon 
the earth, will be met with the voice of wail-
ing, PJhe harvest is past, the summer is end-
ed, and we are not savedI :jeremiah 4;(K’.

Charles Mitch was a man with deep convic-
tions, who loved the Hord, and longed to 
see as many souls as possible in the kingdom 
of heaven. As an advocate for the 1illerite 
movement, he held to the belief that Baby-
lon represented Apostate Christianity and 
its spiritual fall marked the time for UodDs 
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people to quickly come out of Babylon and 
into the BibleDs truth of jesus soon coming. 

As with the ?rst angelDs announcement, Pfor 
the hour of his Oudgement is comeI which 
commenced in 8433 with jesusD physical 
coming into the holy of holies, so it is with 
the second angelDs announcement, PBaby-
lon is fallen, is fallen, that great cityI which 
marks BabylonDs physical and not spiritual 
fall. Jhe papal city of Rome :the cryptic 
name for Babylon’ ful?lls this prophecy, in 
having physically fallen in 84xK to the king 
of 2taly. Murthermore, the call to come out of 
Babylon :Rev. 84;3’ before ”apal RomeDs ?-
nal physical fall marks a time yet future when 
the third angelDs dire announcement is to be 
preached with great power and glory :Rev. 
84;8-“’O the loud outcry heard around the 
world Oust prior to the window of probation 
closing on manDs salvation. 
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