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Introduction

When it comes to the books of Daniel and Revelation, 
there are diperences of owinion as to uhich is the best 
method of styd.T ghis book not onl. criticall. looks at 
three of the most common methods of styd. byt also 
discysses ei(ht wrinciwles )rylesA uhich can be awwlied 
uhen it comes to styd.in( the awocal.wtic wrowhecies 
of Daniel and RevelationT  

Gs for the book of Revelation, ’od“s Word is clear, 
B-lessed is he uho reads and those uho hear the uords 
of this wrowhec., and keew those thin(s uhich are urit”
ten in it1 )Revelation :3N, KJVIAT 2n other uords, Rev”
elation is an owen book to those uho search for ynder”
standin( )RevT 003:;AL therefore, let ys hold qrm to the 
!ord“s wromise, B-ehold, 2 am comin( 7yickl.6 -lessed 
is he uho keews the uords of the wrowhec. of this book1 

)RevT 0037, KJVIAT
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Bible prophecy is not to be understood by worldly wisdom 
but is spiritually discerned through the Omniscient Spirit 
of God which leads the humble in heart seeking after a 
knowledge of the truth!  Gregory John  



Chapter One

Study 
Methods

W hen it comes to the study of the apocalyptic 
books of Daniel and Revelation there are sev-

eral important factors to consider. First and foremost, is 
choosing a method of study. The other factor is decid-
ing on a set of principles (rules) to use when studying 
the Bible's prophecies.  

This chapter will discuss the three main interpreta-
tive methods of study, which include: Preterism, Fu-

turism, and Historicism.
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Method # 1: Preterism

Preterism comes from the Latin root word praeter, 
meaning: in the past. Preterism as a method of interpre-
tation, seeks to show that most of John the Revelator's 
prophecies have been fulClled in the early centuries of 
the Ahristian Ahurch. Preterism was Crst introduced in 
1D 6z64 by the Jesuit priest, 1lcajar and was in coun-
teraction to the Protestant reformers who identiCed the 
Roman papacy as the 1ntichrist power forewarned of 

in the Bible.

Method # 2: Futurism

Futurism as its name suggests, places the bulk of John 
the Revelator's prophecies to a time Must prior to Jesus' 
second coming. 5uch like Preterism, Futurism was Crst 
proposed in 1D 69N6 by the Jesuit priest, Ribeca. 5ost 
Ahristians today who believe in a secret rapture of the 
Ahurch followed by seven years of tribulation on the 

earth, hold to the Jesuit methodology of Futurism.
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Method # 3: Historicism

Historicism, or Kcontinuous historicalK, sees John the 
Revelator's prophecies as unfolding along a historical 
timeline: starting with the time of John the Revela-
tor and ending with Jesus setting up his :ingdom on 
the new (renewed) earth. The evolution of historicism 
within Ahristianity Crst took shape during the early 
period of the Protestant reformation movement. The 
early Protestant reformers all pointed to the Roman 
papacy's dark and corrupt history and identiCed it with 
the little horn power of Daniel, as well as the 1n-
tichrist-beast power of Revelation.

En comparing historicism with preterism and fu-
turism, it is evidently clear that the Protestant refor-
mation is what led to the historical approach to Bible 
prophecy. Furthermore, it is what brought about the 
Roman Aatholic methodologies of preterism and fu-
turism in the hopes of dividing Protestant thinking and 
de;ecting the Bible's spotlight o< the Roman Aatholic 
Ahurch.  

When it comes to the interpretation of the book 
of Revelation, preterism points us back to the distant 
past and futurism points us to an uncertain time yet 
future, which leaves us in the present with no bridge of 
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understanding between the historic past and prophetic 
future. Historicism on the other hand, spans the past, 
present and future. En pointing back to the prophecies 
fulClled, it provides us with a timeline of understand-
ing and assurance for the prophecies yet to be fulClled. 
Furthermore, it is the only method of study that shows 
us where we are standing today in earth' history prior to 
Jesus' coming.

     

   



Chapter Two

Principles of 
Prophetic 
Study

I n using the historicist's approach and method of 
study, the following eight principles (rules) of in-

terpretation are discussed.

P ALOAFSCRITRUEERWNRX-DGPYMDBR 
The foundation from which all prophecy is to be 

studied is the belief and understanding that “all scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and is pro8table for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
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righteousness2 (3 Timothy :16x). In using this princi-
ple, 8rst gather together all scripture tejts on the subSect 
matter being studied. Becond, using a kible concor-
dance, ejamine Aey words and phrases within the tejts 
so as to Anow their true and proper meaning in the 
original language in which they were written. H kible 
concordance is a valuable study tool for ejamining and 
interpreting translated words or phrases that were orig-
inally penned in the languages of Oebrew and Hramaic 
(Nld Testament writings) or GreeA (Lew Testament 
writings). Third, after evaluating their meaning and 
contejt, retain the kible tejts that are found to be most 
relevant to the subSect matter being studied.

P ALOAFSCRHTRX-DGPYMDBRUXRGYXRW(1RBhe
PWXGYWDR

’et scripture interpret scripture. This principle, 
which is sometimes called “IsaiahPs 9rinciple,2 is found 
in Isaiah 3”10-6W1 “?hom shall he teach Anowledge… 
and whom shall he maAe to understand doctrine… F ;or 
precept must be upon preceptFD line upon lineFD here 
a little, and there a little.2 ?hen using this “scripture 
upon scripture2 principle, it is important to remember 
that it is not any one verse but precept upon precept 
and line upon line that helps build an understanding. 
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Hn ejample of this principle is the kiblePs own inter-
pretation of the word “sleep,2 which is in reference to 
the state of the dead. Bee Hcts 51J0-xWD 4ohn 66166-6KD 
6 zings 316WD 4ob 6K16W-63.RRR

P ALOAFSCRsTRDBPBUYRU1.RB1EUD5B
Nften the main points of a vision or parable are 

repeated and enlarged (magni8ed) by other more de-
scriptive scriptures. Hn ejample of this principle can be 
found in the prophetic booA of Eaniel where the vi-
sions of the prophet Eaniel (Eaniel 5 and ”) repeat and 
enlarge upon zing LebuchadneqqarPs visionary dream 
(Eaniel 3). 

P ALOAFSCR:TRX20)WEGX0
Hll scripture in kible prophecy should be taAen lit-

erally, unless it de8es nature (e.g., a leopard with four 
heads and four wings) or there is a Susti8able reason 
to believe that its meaning is 8gurative or symbolic in 
nature. ?hen trying to determine the literal or 8gu-
rative meaning of a word or phrase in Bcripture, 8rst 
looA for other scriptures that may identify and give 
further ejplanation as to its literal or 8gurative mean-
ing. Hn ejample of this can be found in Vevelation 
65, where “many waters2 (Vev. 6516-3) is symbolic of 
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“peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues2 
(Vev. 6516J).

P ALOAFSCR#TRY2PBeU1YGY2PBR
In the Nld Testament there are many types or pat-

terns of things that have their antitype or ful8llment 
in the Lew Testament. H kible type is essentially a 
historical truth (person, place, event, or thing) that 
foreshadows or points forward to a counterpart (anti-
type). H kible antitype is usually broader in meaning 
(ampli8ed), proving to be the “body2 which was fore-
shadowed by the type. The Aey to understanding this 
principle can be found in the unity of the Bcriptures 
themselves. Hn ejample of this principle is the earthly 
sanctuary, which was a type or pattern pointing to its 
perfect antitype, the heavenly sanctuary. Bee Rjodus 
3J1”-0, Oebrews ”13, 013K.

P ALOAFSCR$TR2BUDe.U2R
The timeline prophecies found in the booAs of 

Eaniel and Vevelation all follow the same principle of 
one prophetic day being e—ual to one literal year[a 
:xW-day lunar calendar year. Rjamples of this princi-
ple may be found in the Nld Testament. Bee Lumbers 
6K1:KD RqeAiel K1J-x.
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P ALOAFSCR%TRY&BXXUEW1GU1RYBXYR'(RY)*++,R
-./0e/(1

“Eespise not prophesying.2
?hen it comes to any a new or old theory, one should 

always be cautious yet not of the ’aodicean mindset 
that “I am rich ]in understandingY, and increased with 
goods, and have need of nothing ]moreY2 (Vev. :165). 
To approach or maintain such an attitude will surely 
bind the mind, close the ears, and shut the eyes to the 
advancement of truth. 

“9rove all things.2
?hen ejamining or testing a theory, one must al-

ways weigh every point of controversy with the straight 
testimony of GodPs ?ord. To allow onePs own opinion, 
culture, beliefs, or even the Bpirit of 9rophecy to be 
the measuring sticA of truth is to maAe the ?ord of 
God the interpretation and not the interpreter of truth 
(principle 3). In other words, if it 8ts your theological 
understanding and is supported by your subscribed be-
liefs, feelings, or religious ejperiences, then it must be 
a correct interpretation[whereas in reality it may be 
a s—uare peg (onePs own interpretation) 8tting into a 
round hole (the kiblePs interpretation).
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“Oold fast that which is good.2
?hen accepting or reSecting a theory, all opinion, 

without preSudice, must rest upon the ?ord of God. 
If a theory is found to be in harmony with the ?ord 
of God, doesnPt violate the principles mentioned, and 
can be supported by history, then consider it to be truth 

unless proven otherwise.

P ALOAFSCR2TR&GXYWDG-UERUPPEG-UYGW1
?hen it comes to history aMrming kible prophecy, 

there are three basic applications that need to be made. 
;irst is to ejamine the prophecy in relation to the time 
period in which it was written. Hfter attempting to an-
swer the J?Ps (?ho, ?hat, ?here, ?hen, and ?hy), 
one can better determine whether or not the prophecy 
has already had its ful8llment in history during the time 
of the prophet. 

Becond is to ejamine whether or not the prophe-
cy has any set conditions. If so, then as a conditional 
prophecy it may have already had its place in history 
as being unful8lled. Hn ejample of an unful8lled con-
ditional prophecy was the prophet 4onahPs doomsday 
message, “Ket forty days, and Lineveh shall be over-
thrown2 (4onah :1K). Beeing that the people of Lineveh 
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tooA 4onahPs words seriously and —uicAly repenting 
from their wicAed ways, God withheld Ois impend-
ing Sudgment upon the city and its inhabitants, thus 
maAing the prophetPs words null and void (see 4eremiah 
6”15-”). 

The third application is to ejamine the prophecy 
in the light of history itself. If well-documented his-
torical facts or events can be linAed to the prophecy 
without violating or distorting the contejtual meaning 
of the prophetPs words, 8gures, or symbols, then the 
prophecy may be considered validated by history[un-
less further proven otherwise. Hn ejample of history 
validating prophecy can be found in the booA of Eaniel, 
where history aMrms what the prophet Eaniel predict-
ed regarding the rise and fall of four earthly Aingdoms1 
kabylon, Ledia-9ersia, Greece, and Vome.

?ith the application of this or any other principles 
of study, the ejaminer of kible prophecy must always 
approach GodPs ?ord with a humble and teachable 
spirit, along with the spiritual Aeys of faith and prayer 
in hand. In doing so, he or she may looA to unlocA the 
mysteries of GodPs ?ord. “Hnd all things you asA in 
prayer, believing, you shall receive2 (Latthew 36133). 
“Hnd you shall Anow the truth, and the truth shall maAe 
you free2 (4ohn ”1:3).



Chapter Three

Hidden 
Treasures

J esus told a parable of a man who found great trea-
sure hidden in a .eldI xn his ec,itementv he went 

and sold eyerTthing he had in order to pur,hase the 
.eld of great wealthI khe parable is taljing about the 
jingdom of heayen and giying up what this world has 
to oGer in order to 'oTfullT obtain the ri,hes of heayenI 
khe parable also illustrates the hidden treasures waiting 
to be found in the ri,h .eld of Wod(s Hord Bkhe )olT 
DibleRI xn approa,hing the boojs of Laniel and Aeyela-
tionv we shouldn(t haye the attitude that the prophe,ies 
therein are too obs,ure to understandI xs this what the 
Nord Wod would want from )is people liying in these 
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last daTs! —urelT notF Net us diligentlT sear,h the —,rip-
tures as one earnestlT digging for hidden treasure"in 
order that we maT ,ome to a jnowledge of the truthF  

Hhen it ,omes to the studT and our understand-
ing of Dible prophe,Tv it is important that we ,hoose 
a method of studT that doesn(t limit us to either the 
distant past or to an un,ertain futureI )istori,ism is the 
onlT studT method that bridges the pastv present and 
futurev thus giying us the full assuran,e of Wod(s om-
nis,ien,e and his soyereign plan for majing all things 
newI 6urthermorev when we follow sound prin,iples or 
rules for interpretationv it remoyes the human tenden,T 
for spe,ulation or bias to arise and taje hold of our 
understandingI —implT putv when we allow the Dible to 
interpret itselfv we will ,ome to a ,learer understanding 
of that whi,h is in the pastv is presentv and is Tet to 
,omeF 

…Dut there must be an earnest studT and ,lose in-
yestigationI —harpv ,lear per,eptions of truth will neyer 
be the reward of indolen,eI Vo earthlT blessing ,an be 
obtained without earnestv patientv perseyering eGortI xf 
men attain su,,ess in businessv theT must haye a will to 
dov and a faith to looj for resultsI End we ,an not ecpe,t 
to gain spiritual jnowledge without earnest toilI khose 
who desire to .nd the treasures of truth must dig for 
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them as the miner digs for the treasure hidden in the 
earthCI khose who do this will be rewardedq for <hrist 
will =ui,jen the understandingI… Ollen Hhitev <hrist(s 
5b'e,t Nessonsv pI ???I   
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